
The Renewal of the People of God 
The People and the Princes

Ezekiel chs. 45-46





What do we know about Ezekiel?
•He was born into a priestly family, specifically the line of 

Zadok (the 1st high priest to serve in the temple).

•His line of priests was especially concerned to preserve the 
holiness of God as manifested in the temple.

•He was called to be a prophet at age 30 the same age he 
would have been ordained to the priesthood (Num. 4:3).

•He ministered to a community of Jewish exiles in Babylon.

•He was a widower (24:18) and did not remarry.



What do we know about Ezekiel?

• Ezekiel tells us he was near 
the Kebar (Chebar) “River” (a 
canal of the Euphrates)

• The book is divided almost 
exactly in half - chs. 1-24  
deal with God’s judgment on 
Israel’s sin and chs. 25-48 
with promises of rescue and 
restoration to the land.

• Written between 593-571 BC





What does Ezekiel have to say to us today?

•Series of three sermons from the final vision of Ezekiel 
(chs. 40-48) of the restoration of the temple and land.

•Chs. 43-44 – restoration of the temple and priesthood.

•Chs. 45-46 – restoration of the people of God.

•Chs. 47-48 – restoration of the land of Israel.



What does Ezekiel have to say to us today?

•Series of three sermons from the final vision of Ezekiel 
(chs. 40-48) of the restoration of the temple and land.

•Other key dates The Fall of Jerusalem (586 BC)
Daniel in Babylon (605-563 BC)
Jeremiah in Israel (626-580 BC)





Some key theme verses for the sermon series

For I will take you out of the nations; I will gather you from all 
the countries and bring you back into your own land. I will 
sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will 
cleanse you from all your impurities and from all your idols. I 
will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will 
remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of 
flesh. And I will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow 
my decrees and be careful to keep my laws.  

(Ezekiel 36:24-27) 
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This is what the Sovereign Lord says, “O my people, I am going 
to open up your graves and bring you up from them; I will 
bring you back to the land of Israel. Then you, my people, will 
know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves and bring 
you up from them. I will put my Spirit in you and you will live, 
and I will settle you in your own land. Then you will know that 
I the Lord have spoken, and I have done it,” declares the Lord.

(Ezekiel 37:12-14) 
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•Overall theme of the restoration of the people and the 
princes

1. God is sovereign and the “princes” are called to rule in God’s 
name and according to God’s ways of justice and righteousness.  

2. The people’s worship transforms their lives and is the way God’s 
presence flows outward into the society.

3. The people’s transformed hearts are demonstrated by their 
generosity and gratitude to God.

4. God alone is sovereign over all the land and the people and 
princes are called to be faithful stewards of God’s gifts and 
uphold the dignity of all people. 
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These themes all find their fulfillment in Jesus Christ
• Overall theme of the restoration of the people and the princes 

(Ezekiel chs. 45-56)
1. The responsibility of God’s people and the “princes” to seek justice 

and righteousness in society (45:8-10) – John 18:36; 1 Tim. 2:1-2
2. Worship transforms us and empowers us for the work of renewal 

that God has called us to (46:9-10) – Rom. 12:1-2; 2 Cor. 5:17-21; 
Eph. 2:10

3. The gratitude and generosity with which we give our gifts and 
offerings (46:5, 7, 11) – Rom 8:32; 2 Cor. 8:1-5, 9:7: Eph. 5:25

4. The sovereignty of God and the stewardship of his gifts (46:16-18) –
Acts 1:4; 1 Cor. 12; 2 Cor. 9:9; Eph. 2:8, 4:8; 1 Peter 4:10
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How do these themes relate to us today?

• We’ve been talking a lot about renewal for the last two years and 
we’ve seen some of it happening already

• We’re coming out of a tough experience similar, in some ways, to 
the exile

• The restoration/renewal of the temple (church) requires the 
restoration/renewal of the priesthood (leaders) – chs. 43-44

• The restoration/renewal of the temple and the church overflow 
and bring renewal to people and communities – chs. 45-46




